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Danger! This Mission to Mars Could Bore You to Death! 
Maggie Koreth-Baker 

WORD LIST 

chronic    stimulus    subconsciously    excruciatingly    monotony     catastrophic 

 A. DIRECTIONS: In each of the following items, think about the meaning of the italicized 

word or phrase, and then answer the question. 

 1. If Cora suffers from chronic pneumonia, is it long lasting or short lived? Explain. 

      

 2. Would you lie down and take a nap if you were bored and looking for outside 

stimulus? Why or why not? 

      

 3. Nick was talking to the teacher about his homework, but subconsciously was 

thinking about lunch. Was Nick aware of his thoughts regarding lunch? Why or 

why not? 

      

 4. It was excruciatingly awkward when I stood to applaud, not realizing the 

performance wasn’t over. True or false? It was intensely awkward. Explain. 

      

 5. If you were subjected to the monotony of watching paint dry, would this be an 

exciting experience for you? Explain. 

      

 6. Would you say that a tsunami is a catastrophic event? Why or why not? Explain. 

      

 B. WORD STUDY: LATIN PREFIX SUB-: The Latin prefix sub- means “under” or “below.” 

For instance, the word submarine means “a watercraft that stays under water.” Below, give 

a brief definition of each word and use it in a sentence. 

  1. submerge:        

      

  2. subordinate:        
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 DEVELOPMENT OF IDEAS: TEXT STRUCTURE 

 A. DIRECTIONS: Read the paragraph. Then, answer the questions that follow. 

Of the two dessert choices, fresh fruit is far better than apple pie. First of all, 

apple pie is fattening. Additionally, fresh fruit leaves a better taste in the 

diner’s mouth than apple pie does. Also, including a variety of fruits in a fresh 

fruit plate offers more options for those eating the dessert than does a pie with 

only one main ingredient. 

 1. Where in the passage does the author state the topic? 

 2. How does the author develop the topic? 

 B. DIRECTIONS: Imagine you are writing an essay about Abraham Lincoln. Read each 

statement below. Then, put them in order (write 1-5 after each statement) for the 

best organization of your essay. 

 1. Lincoln was assassinated in April 1865. 

 2. Lincoln was born in 1809. 

 3. Lincoln will always be remembered as the leader who guided our country through 

one of its most difficult times. 

 4. Lincoln was first elected president in 1861. 

 5. Abraham Lincoln is regarded as one of our most famous presidents. 
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 DEVELOPMENT OF IDEAS: TEXT STRUCTURE 

In order to communicate effectively, authors of nonfiction think about the best 

way to present information. This often involves introducing the topic early, 

providing any necessary context and background information, and presenting 

information in a logical order. Another part of good structure is an effective 

conclusion that ties everything together and gives the writing a “finished” feeling. 

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage below. Then, answer the questions that follow. 

Thomas Jefferson was one of the most complex thinkers who ever lived. He 

was an architect, an inventor, a writer, and a philosopher. And he also loved 

gadgets! He built his own extremely complicated (and extremely accurate) 

clock! 

 1. Where in the passage does the author introduce the topic? 

      

 2. Where in the passage does the author provide background about the main topic? 
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 ACTION VERBS AND LINKING VERBS 

A verb is a word that expresses an action or a state of being. A complete sentence 

must have at least one verb. 

• An action verb tells what action someone or something is doing. 

• A linking verb joins the subject of a sentence with a word or phrase that describes or 

renames the subject. The most common linking verbs are forms of be, such as am, is, 

are, was, were, has been, and will be. Other linking verbs include seem, become, stay, 

and feel. Several of these verbs can also be used as action verbs. 

ACTION VERBS LINKING VERBS 

He tastes the apple. The apple tastes sour. 

The farmers grow corn. The corn grows tall. 

She felt the turtle’s shell. The shell felt hard. 

 A. DIRECTIONS: Identify each underlined verb by writing action or linking. 

 1. Botanists develop stronger types of plants.             

 2. Strong plants fight disease with good results.             

 3. Healthy plants certainly are a great benefit to farmers.             

 4. They seem to rapidly get large.             

 5. These crops increase the yield at harvest time.             

 

 B. DIRECTIONS: Each sentence contains a linking verb. Underline the subject with one 

line and the verb with two lines. Then, write the word that either describes or 

identifies the subject on the line provided. 

Example: Her new sweater looks beautiful.  

DESCRIBING WORD: beautiful 

 1. Her rug is too small for her room.             

 2. Computers are an important tool of education.             

 3. Dana may be the most likely choice for the office.             

 4. The girls were hoarse from cheering.             
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 ACTION VERBS AND LINKING VERBS 

 A. DIRECTIONS: Identify each underlined verb by writing action or linking. 

 1. The golden plover migrates long distances.             

 2. It breeds in Arctic regions.             

 3. Some plovers stay in Florida during the winter months.             

 4. The bird flies about 2,400 miles over open ocean.             

 5. A picture of a plover is on our living room wall.             

 

 B. DIRECTIONS: Each sentence contains a linking verb. Underline the subject with one 

line and the verb with two lines. Then, write the word that either describes or 

identifies the subject on the line provided. 

 1. Frankenstein is a famous novel.             

 2. After their swim, the boys felt very refreshed.             

 3. The plant grew sturdy in the hothouse.             

 4. Rhode Island is the smallest state in the Union.             

 

 C. DIRECTIONS: Complete each sentence by writing the form of the verb shown in 

parentheses. Then, identify the verb by underlining action or linking. 

 1. We            a skunk in our backyard. (past of spot) 

  [action or linking] 

 2. The temperature had            to below 32 degrees. (past participle of fall) 

  [action or linking] 

 3. My little brother            too big for his shoes. (past of grow) 

  [action or linking] 

 4. We            to the lake one chilly morning. (past of go) 

  [action or linking] 

 5. Sally had            sick all day long. (past participle of feel) 

  [action or linking] 
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 DANGER! This Mission to Mars Could Bore You to Death 

FIRST READ: Comprehension 

Identify the choice that best answers the question.  

      1. According to “Danger! This Mission to Mars Could Bore You to Death!” why 

are astronauts living on the slopes of a volcano as part of the Hawaii Space  

Exploration Analog and Simulation project? 

a. They are testing a variety of rockets and engines to determine which will 

perform best in space. 

b. They are researching the health risks of living at altitudes similar to those 

of a space station. 

c. They are building equipment in a hostile environment that is supposed to 

be like Mars. 

d. They are studying how people react to spending large amounts of time in 

space. 

      2. What makes the trip to Mars especially challenging for astronauts, as  

explained in “Danger! This Mission to Mars Could Bore You to Death!”? 

a. Powering the spacecraft requires advanced technology. 

b. The trip takes more than eight months each way. 

c. Getting supplies to the astronauts is not easy. 

d. Deep space is too cold to be comfortable. 

     3.What happens to the human brain when a person is bored for long periods of time, 

according to “Danger! This Mission to Mars Could Bore You to Death!?” Choose two 

options. 

a. It sleeps. 

b. It daydreams. 

c. It gains intelligence. 

d. It becomes depressed. 

e. It becomes unconscious. 
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      4. Why might chronic boredom be dangerous on a space mission? 

a. Astronauts might decide to shorten the length of the mission. 

b. Astronauts might get frustrated and stop working with one another. 

c. Astronauts might take risks that jeopardize the safety of the entire crew. 

d. Astronauts might stop taking care of themselves and become unable to work. 
 

      5. What is one way that astronauts can combat extreme boredom when living in an 

isolated environment? 

a. by eating and drinking more often 

b. by counting the days until they go home 

c. by occupying themselves with a lot of work 

d. by communicating continuously with people 

FIRST READ: Concept Vocabulary 

      6. Which of the following is the best definition of chronic? 

a. continuing for a long time  

b. originating in the brain 

c. causing physical pain 

d. existing since birth  
 

      7. If Sofia’s leg injury can correctly be described as excruciatingly painful, then 

which of the following must be true? Base your answer on the meaning of excruciatingly. 

a. Sofia’s pain comes and goes. 

b. Sofia can play sports despite her pain. 

c. Sofia should soon be able to walk without pain. 

d. Sofia’s medical problem involves pain that is intense. 

      8. What is the most likely meaning of monotony in the following sentence?  

Jamal became bored by the monotony of his job, delivering newspapers day in and 

day out. 

a. difficult challenges 

b. unexpected tasks 

c. lack of variety 

d. low pay 

 


