MAKING MEANING

About the Author

Art Spiegelman (b. 1948)
is an American author and
illustrator whose Holocaust
narratives—Maus (1986)
and Maus Il (1991)—helped
to establish the graphic
novel as a sophisticated
literary form. Maus was
serialized from 1980

to 1991, and it depicts
Spiegelman interviewing his
father about his experiences
as a Polish Jew and
Holocaust survivor.

i= STANDARDS

Reading Literature

By the end of the year, read and
comprehend literature, including
stories, dramas, and poems, at

the high end of grades 6-8 text
complexity band independently and
proficiently.

Language

Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases;
gather vocabulary knowledge
when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or
expression.
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from Maus
Media Vocabulary

The following words will be useful to you as you analyze, discuss, and

write about graphic novels.

panel: individual frame of
a graphic novel depicting
a single moment

encapsulation: choice of
which scenes to capture,
or display, in panels

speech balloon: display
of what a character is
speaking or thinking

The panels work together to tell a story.

The panels cannot show everything
that happens, so readers must use their
imaginations to fill in the blanks.

The layout and choice of the scenes drives the
readers’ interpretations.

Graphic novelists can use different sizes and
shapes to give more or less weight to scenes.

The size, shape, and color of the speech
balloon can show the emotion of the speaker.

Speech balloons can also show emotion
through the use of punctuation marks and
musical symbols.

First Review MEDIA: GRAPHIC NOVEL

Apply these strategies as you conduct your first review. You will have an
opportunity to a close review after your first review.

-
L
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LOOK at each image and

determine whom or what it

portrays.

CONNECT details in the
images to other media you've
experienced, texts you've
read, or images you've seen.

"0
®
NOTE elements in each image

that you find interesting and
want to revisit.
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%er v RESPOND by completing

the Comprehension Check.

Rest

OND

Copyright © SAVVAS Learning Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.



Copyright © SAVVAS Learning Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

MEDIA | GRAPHIC NOVEL

art ;P; egejman.__.

MY FATHER BLEEDS HISTORY

BACKGROUND

In Maus, Art Spiegelman tells the story of his parents, Vladek and Anja SCAN FOR E
Spiegelman, who survived the Holocaust. At the start of this excerpt, MULTIMEDIA
Vladek and Anja are living in hiding with Mrs. Motonowa, whose

husband does not know she is hiding Jews. They arrange a meeting with

smugglers at the house of a woman named Mrs. Kawka to discuss plans

to be smuggled out of Poland.
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THE OTHERS WART To THINK
ABOUT \T A LITTLE LONGER
BUT U'M READY 10 GO NOW .
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| RGREED WYTH
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Comprehension Check

Complete the following items after you finish your first read. Review and clarify
details with your group.

1. Why does Vladek Spiegelman want to go to Hungary?

2. What does Anja Spiegelman feel about the smuggling idea?

3. Once the Spiegelmans are on the train, whom do the smugglers say they're calling?
Whom do they actually call?

4. Why does Vladek Spiegelman wear a pig mask in some of the panels of the graphic
novel?

5. @ Notebook Confirm your understanding of the excerpt by writing a summary..

RESEARCH

Research to Clarify Choose at least one unfamiliar historical detail in the graphic novel.
Briefly research that detail. In what way does the historical information shed light on the
story?

Research to Explore The excerpt from the graphic novel may inspire you to learn more
about the plight of European Jews under the Nazis. Formulate a research question about
the subject, and briefly research it. Share your findings with your group.
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